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Excisions: 


Excisions Recommended But Not Made. 


Reasons for excisions: 

Excisions are required to remove material that trivialises and sensationalises extremely dangerous 
acts of violence and cruelty for the purpose of entertainment. 


Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The DVD entided Decade Of Destruction is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The dominant effect of the publication is of a compilation of cruel and dangerous stunts carried 
out by drunken young men. While in the context of youth counter-culture with emphasis on 
skateboarding and heavy metal music it presents a high level of acts of cruelty and violence in a 
very contrived manner. It makes a spectacle of cruelty towards animals when young men eat live 
aquarium fish and laugh about it. Of particular concern are the scenes that frequently present them 
setting themselves and others on fire. These activities are deliberately contrived, culminating in a 
series of planned stunts that are focussed upon and constantly replayed. 

If the excisions are made, the remainder of the material requires restriction to an adult audience. 
The remaining acts of violence and cruelty will distress younger viewers and inure them and 
impressionable young persons to this degree of cruel behaviour. Young persons who emulate this 
conduct are likely to injure themselves or others, seriously. Adults who have life experience and 
understanding will realise the potential consequences of such actions and are less likely to emulate 
them. Therefore if the recommended excisions are made the availability of the publication is likely 
to be injurious to the public good unless restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 
years. 

In this instance the distributor declined to make the excisions and the publication is therefore 
Objectionable. The Classification Office has considered the effects of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) on the application of the classification. The classification is a 
reasonable limitation on the freedom of expression. It reflects the concern of a free and democratic 
society to limit the availability of publications that present the infliction of serious physical harm 
and acts of significant cruelty to such a high extent and degree that there is a likelihood of injury to 
the public good. 
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